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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The benefit of the filing date of the following prior application in the following foreign 
country is hereby requested, and the right of priority provided in 35 U.S.C. § 119 is hereby 
claimed: 

Japanese Patent Application No. 10-311381; 
^ Filed: October 30, 1998. 
In support of this claim, enclosed is a certified copy of the prior foreign application. This 
application is referred to in the oath or declaration. Acknowledgment of receipt of this certified 
copy is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, L.L.P. 



Date: 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



By:_ 




James A. LaBarrl 
Registration No. 28,632 
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